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As "wy my Religion, I make this Be- 3 
| * claration in the Preſence of Almighty God, 

that as I have hitherto profeſſed to live, ſo 

© by God's Grace T unfeignedly purpoſe to 

© continue till Death in the Faith and Com- 

© munion of the Church of England, as 

by Law eſtabliſhed ſince the Reformation, 

© as I have allo teſtified at large in a Decla- {| 
| ration interlined an ſigned with my own 
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i297 AVING had many dangerous 
Sickneſſes of late Years; and my 
; 1/63 natural Weakneſs of Conſtitution 
being alſo much increaſed by my 
long Sufferings, and conſidering 

how obnoxious I am among others to be 
ſhut up in Priſon, by reaſon of the fre- 
quent Suſpenſions of the Act of Habeas Cor- 
pus, and my being ſo obnoxious to the new 
Act of Recuſancy, and having the Proſpect 
of Death before me; from theſe and other 
Cauſes I do here make this ſolemn Decla- 
ration and Profeſſion, to leave behind me 
an Account of my Faith and Religion, to 
bear my Teſtimony to the righteous Cauſe, 
for which by God's Grace I have been a Sut- 
ferer : And thereby to comfort and encou- 
rage the faithful, to ſettle and confirm the 
wavering and doubtful, and to awaken the 
Conſciences of thoſe, who are fallen, and a- 
ming them more eſpecially to endeavour the 
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Recovery of ſuch, as. fell through mere hu- 
man Frailty, as in Charity I believe the great- 
er Part have done. e 

I. I profeſs and declare, that ] ſtedfaſt 
believe all the Articles of the Chriſtian Fait 
into which I was baptized, and more parti- 
cularly I declare my hearty Belief in the Holy 
Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead, the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe 
Names I was baptized, and whom I acknow- 
ledge to be one God, adoring the Trinity in 
Unity, and Unity in Trinity, according to 
the Doctrine of the Catholick Church. 

II. I confeſs our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
to be very God of very God, and of one Sub- 
ſtance with the Father, by whom he was be- 
gotten from all Eternity ; and I believe him 
to be God and Man in one Perſon, and in Vir- 
tue of his prieſtly Office our only Mediator 
and Advocate in Heaven, and through his 
alone Merits and Interceſſion I hope for Re- 
miſſion of all my Sins. 

III. I profeſs, and by God's Grace am re- 
folved to abide firm and conſtant in the Unity 
and Communion of the Holy Catholick 
Church, and of all particular Churches, which 
are true, pure, found, and faithful Members 
thereof. And as for thoſe many Chriſtian So- 
cieties commonly calling themſelves Churches, 
with which I hold no Communion, I pity them 
from my Heart, and daily pray for them, 
though 1 cannot communicate with them; and 
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the reaſon why I cannot join with them in 
Communion is, becauſe I cannot do it with- 
out Sin upon Catholick Principles, ſome of 
them wanting the Eſſentials of a Church, 
others being corrupt in Doctrine, or Worſhip, 
or in both, and others again having made ſin- 
ful Separations from their lawful Biſhops and 
Paſtors contrary to the Conſtitution of the 
Church Catholick, and the Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtian Unity and Subordination taught and 
maintained as neceſſary to Salvation in the beſt 
and pureſt Ages thereof. | 

IV. I profeſs and declare the Church of Eng- 
land, as it was governed and adminiſtered by 
true, and lawful, and rightful Biſhops before 
the Revolution, to have been a true and found 
Part of the Catholick Church; and I teſtify 
my unalterable Adherence to all the Doctrines 
of it contained in the Thirty-nine Articles, in 
Oppoſition to the corrupt and dangerous Doc- 
trines and Practices of the Roman Church, 
and other dangerous Doctrines and Practices; 
and this I do to vindicate myſelf and my ſuf- 
fering Brethren from the Opinion which the 
common People, and other ignorant and in- 
conſiderate Perſons have taken up of us, as 
Papiſts, or inclined to Popery, 50 we 
have withdrawn ourſelves from the publick 
Aſſemblies and Worſhip in the parochial 
Churches. 

V. I profeſs and declare my unalterable Ad- 
herence to the deprived Biſhops, as being the 
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true, law ful and Canonical Paſtors af their te- 
ſpective Dioceſes, their pretended Depriyation 
being not only unjuſt, but null and void from 
the Beginning. And I reſolye by God's Grace 
as long as I live to be ſubject to them and their 
canonical Succeſſors and Collegues, in Op- 


poſition to the Uſurpers of their Diocęſes a 

their Succeſſors, and all others who have pre- 
ſumed, or hereafter ſhall preſume to elect or 
conſecrate ſuch Biſhops, or who have owned, 


or hereafter ſhall own, or acknowledge. them. 


after their Conſecrations, as rightful and ca- 


„„ 


Eccleſiaſtical — 2 and Subordination, and 


8 5 Times, which all Chriſtians ought to 
ollow. Accordingly L am fully perſuaded. - 


them are guilty of a great Schiſm to be la- 
mented by all good Chriſtiaus. 


VI. As the Church of En2/and bath been, 
and ever will be venerable and famous for 
teaching the Duty of patient Suffering for 
Righteouſneſs, and that it is not lawful upon 
any 
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any Pretence whatſoever to take up Arms 


againſt the ſupreme Power in any awful Go- 


verninent, and particularly againſt our own 
Kings; ſo I hete declare my firm Belief of 
that Doctrine, as ſhe hath taught it in the 
Book of Homilizs. And I praiſe Almi hty 
God, who by his Providence was pleaſed to 
call me out in a remarkable Crilis'6f Time to 
defend that holy Doctrine; and I bleſs his 
holy Name who hath ſince enabled me to do 
and ſuffer fo much in Conſequence of it; 


and 1 here declare it to be not only the Doc- 


trine of this Church; but a principal Point of 


Chriſtianity, comprehending in it's Practice 


many eminent Chriſtian Graces, and Virtues 
which make it ſo contrary to Fleſh and Blood, 
as Faith, Hope, Patience, Fortitude; Fruſt in 
God, a Contempt of the World, and the higheſt 
Refignation to the Will of God. And I further 
declare, that, as our Church hath taught it 
it was taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
and their Succeſſors, and accordingly practiſed 
in the beſt and pureſt Ages of the Church, 
when the Chriftians had Strength and Power 
ſufficient to make Reſiſtance, and when the 
greateſt Part of them were converted Greeks 
and Remans, who had been bred up to con- 
trary Principles ; as that the People were the 
Fountain of all juſt Power, that Kings had 
their Power from them, that they were account- 
able to them, and might be reſiſted and 
depoſed by them, if they abuſed that Pow- 
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er. Nay, I muſt add, that theſe very Chriſti- 
ans practiſed this Doctrine under many Ro- 
man Emperors, who my ſubyerted the 
Conſtitution of the Empire from a Civil into 
a Servile Government, and moſt barbarouſly 
and inhumanly not only violated the moſt 
fundamental and inviolable Laws of it, but 
the Laws of Nature and the common Rights 
of Mankind. T6 
VII. I defire to glorify God, and leave be- 
hind me this Monument of my Thankful- 


neſs to him, not only for bringing me to be a 


Member of the Church of England, who 
had my Education in the Times of the Great 
Kebellion, but for calling me to be one of his 
Miniſters in it, of which Vocation I acknow- 
ledge myſelf to have been unworthy, and 
for the honourable Stations he was pleaſed to 
give me therein. And as for my Deprivation 
of them ſince the Revolution for not taking the 
New Oath of Allegiance, in all Reſpects fo 
contrary to the Old, I bleſs God, who N 
me the Courage and Conſtancy to refuſe it, 
and for making me ſtand in the Time of 
Trial, when ſo many others to my Aſtoniſh- 
ment fell. However in that great Apoſtaſy 
of the Nation, it pleaſed God to reſerve to 


(himſelf a Remnant of faithful Perſons, and 


I magnify him with all my Soul, and will 


ever praiſe him as long as I have my Being, 
for making me one of them, and thinking 


me worthy to ſuffer in ſo righteous a Cauſe, 
as that in which I have been engaged. — 
Idi 


+9) 
1 did at firſt, ſo T till firmly believe, that 
it was my bounden and indiſpenſable Duty to 
refuſe the ſaid Oath, and that I ought to ſuffer, 
Death rather than take it. And I declare, 
that on my Sick-beds, and in my neareſt Ap- 
proaches to Death, it hath been a great Sup- 
rt and Comfort to me to conſider, that 
I did a Thing which I am convinced in my 
Conſcience was ſo much for - God's Honour, 
and the Honour of our holy Religion; and 
I am fully perſuaded he will reward me for 
it, and all my Loſſes and Sufferings, which 
have followed upon it, according to his Pro- © 
miſes: And I am till fo ſatisfied with what I 
have done, from the plain Word of God, the 
Example of the beſt Chriſtians, and the Dic- 
tates and Directions of my own Conſcience, 
that if it were all to be done again, I would 
certainly do it, though an Angel from Hea- 
ven ſhould preach another Doctrine; and this 
I declare for the Sake of ſome Men, who 
fay we ſuffer for our Follies and Fancies, and 
Miſtakes; and of others, who have told the 
World, that our Non-compliance with this 
Government, proceeds from Shame, Pride, 
Obſtinacy, and other ill Affections, or a Pro- 
ſpect of another Revolution, 
VIII. As God by his Grace hath enabled me 
to ſuffer in Company with ſo many worthy 
and conſcientious Men for our common Cauſe; 
ſo I alſo praiſe him for giving me an active 
Zeal to defend ourſelves and it in ſeveral Piecos, 


againſt 
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againſt the Reproaches and Calumny, and 4 
falſe Reaſonings of ſome of our Adverſaries 


in their printed Sermons. and Diſcourſes, 
And as I truſt I wrote them with a Zeal not 


- unſuitable. to, or unworthy of our glorious 


Cauſe, ſo I wrote them with an Intention fo 
pure and with ſo great a regard to Truth, that 
to my Knowledge I have not injured any one 
Perſon in them: But whereas 1 related ſome 
Things in them upon Information from others, 
who were all Perſons worthy of Belief, and 
ſo eſteemed in the World; ſo if through their 


Miſtakes or Miſinformations, or my miſtaking 


of them I have happened, as upon ſtrict Exa- 
mination and Recollection, I believe I have 
not, to injure any one Perſon againſt my In- 
tention in any one Particular, I aſk God's and 
his Pardon for it. And whereas the moſt 
laudable Zeal of the beſt Men in the beſt 
Cauſes is apt ſometimes to heat them more 
than is needful, and give them too keen and 


. ſevere a Stile: So if my Zeal for Truth and 


Righteouſneſs, and the. Conſtitution, Rights 
and Unity. of the Church, hath, notwith- 
ſtanding my Care to the contrary, tranſport- 
ed me too far, and made me write againſt any 
one of our Adverſaries with more Indignation 
and Severity of Exprefſion, than was con- 
ſiſtent with the Strictneſs of Chriſtian Meek- 
neſs and Charity, I beg his Pardon alſo for 
that, and the favourable Conſtruction of all 
good Men, who know what Allowances are 
to 
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1 
to be made to the beſt Men, that write Con- 
troyerſies upon ſuch Subjects and Occaſions, 
and againſt ſuch, inſulting and provoking Ad- 
verſaries, and in ſuch degenerate and unhappy 
Times. I here declare, I neither have noe 
ever had any perſonal Ill-will againſt any one 
of them, though in the Defence of Innocence, 
Truth, and Juſtice I thought, and till think, 
that I might with a good Conſcience detect 
them, and their Opinions and Practices, after 
the Example of ſome of the moſt holy Fathers 
and Martyrs in their Writings againſt Hereticłs 
and Schi/maticks in the primitive Times. 

IX. Andas I aſk Forgiveneſs of theſe and all 
other Men, whom I have any ways juſtly of- 
fendedor injured; ſo forgive from my Heart all 
that have injured me, how great or how harm 
ful Enemies ſoever they are, or have been to 
me; beſeeching God alſo to forgive them, and 
never to lay to their Charge theWrongs I have, 
ſuſtained by or from any of them, eſpecially 
from thoſe who have perſecuted us for not com- 
plying with them, againſt the known Conſtitu- 
tion and Laws of the Kingdom, the plain, 
Duty of Engliſb Subjects, the plain Laws of 


God, and the Dictates and Duty of natural --- 


Honeſty and Conſcience. To 


X. I declare my hearty Sorrow for the oY 


great Miſeries and Calamities, that have be- 
fallen this ſinful and exhauſted Kingdom 
through the Iniquity of the People, but more 
eſpecially I bewail that reprobate Mind, and 
| judicial 
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judicial Blindneſs, that ſeems to be in all 


| Ranks and Conditions of Men amongſt us; 


and I beſeech God of his infinite Mercy to 
remove this Judgment, and to open the Eyes, 
and turn the Hearts of this great People, and 


thoſe who miſlead them, that they may re- 


turn to their Obedience, and call back their 
exiled King, and ſo put an End to thoſe Diſ- 
trations and Confuſions, which can have no 
End, till the hereditary King by lineal Suc- 
ceſſion comes to wear the Crown. 

XI. I alſo declare my hearty Sorrow for 
the Schiſm, which the whole Nation, except 
a ſmall Remnant, is guilty of in ejecting and 
forſaking their rightful Biſhops and Paſtors, 
and I beſeech God ſo to touch the Hearts, and 
enlighten the Underſtandings of the People 
and the Clergy, who miſlead them, that they 
may both repent, and by their Repentance 
divert the Judgments of God, and put an 
End to that lamentable Diſcord and Diviſion 
in the Church, of which they are the Cauſes, 
and which give not only our Adverſaries of 
the Roman and diſſenting Communions, but 
Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Scepticks, the common 
Enemies of Chriſtianity, occaſion to triumph. 

XII. I beſeech Almighty God to give the 


King a Sight of his Errors, and true Repen- 


tance for his Apoſtaſy from the true Religion 
into which he was baptized, and for which 
his Father was both a Confeſſor and Martyr ; 
and I pray God to comfort and ſupport him 


1 
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in all his Diſtreſſes, to bleſs him with wif 
and faithful Counſellors, and to reſtore him, 
if it be his bleſſed Will, without Bloodſhed, 
to his Crowns. I alſo beſeech him to bleſs, 
comfort, and convert the Queen; and as for 
the Prince of Wales, I pray God to look up- 
on him, as the Grandſon of the Royal Martyr, 
and to grant, that he may live to ſit upon the 
Throne of his Anceſtors, and become a Fofiab 
to this Church and Kingdom: May God pre- 
ſerve him, and give him Grace timely to 
diſcern the Errors of his Education, and if 
by God's Providence this Paper happen to 
come to his Sight, I deſire and conjure his 
Royal Highneſs, as he expects God ſhould 
bleſs him, and by all that I have done and 
ſuffered for the Royal Cauſe, to read the ex- 
cellent Works of his Great Grandfather and 
Grandfather, who 'were learned and religious 
Kings, and much more able and competent 
Judges, than his Royal Father, in the great 
Controverſy betwixt us and thoſe of the 
Church of Rome. And in the mean Time 
till he ſhall attain to the Years of Diſcretion, 
in which he ſhall be able to judge for himſelf; 
God grant, that he may grow up in Wiſdom 
and Stature, and Favour with God and the 
People of theſe unhappy Kingdoms. 

XIII. I alſo beg of God for his infinite Good- 
neſs to comfort and ſupport the whole ſuffer- 
ing Remnant under all the Preſſures and Per- 


ſecutions, that are ſent to prove them, and ta 
inſpire 


9 N 


1141 

inſpire them with Faith, Courage, and Con- 
ſtancy, that they may endure to the End. 
More particularly I beſeech him to bleſs and 


preſerve the faithful Biſhops and Clergy, and 
to inſpire them with religious Wiſdom and 
Courage, and all other Gifts and Graces, that 
are needful for them, and the preſent diſtreſſed 
State of the Church: [Moſt eſpecially I be- 
ſeech God to direct and aſſiſt our holy Fathers 
the Biſhops, and to poſſeſs their Hearts with 
ſuch a Senſe of their Duty, and ſuch a Zeal 
and Care, and Love for the Church, that 
= may provide for it in Times to come, 
not leave the Flock, which adheres to 
them, like Sheep without a Shepherd ; and 
the Lord of his Mercy be with them, and 
their Succeſſors in all they do, and ſuffer for 
his Sake, and-when the Time of Healing and 
Re- union ſhall come, may God fo affiſt and 
proſper them in that great Work, that they 
may reſettle the Church in Truth, Peace and 
Unity, and for ſo doing receive the Reward 
of good and faithful Servants from their great 

Lord, who purchaſed it with his'Blood, 
Laſtly, I declare, that as I have always 
maintained, and by God's Aſſiſtance ever will 
to my utmoſt Power maintain the juſt Rights 
and Prerogatives of the Crown, ſo to the beſt 
of my Underſtanding I ever have maintained, 
and in my Station, when Time was, did main- 
tain the lawful Rights of the People. What 
the Conſtitution and Law give the King as a 
Monarch, 
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Monarch, I will render unto his Majeſty ; 
and what Immunities, Rights, and Liberties 
the People have by our Conſtitution, as a Ci- 
vil Government, or by the Grants of our 
Kings, I will claim and defend as a Subject; 
and this I declare for the Sake of ſome Men, 
who have miſrepreſented and flandered many 
truly loyal and conſcientious Perſons, as : 

they: were for Arbitrary Power, and Betray- 
erg of the Liberties of their Country; becauſe 
they teach and maintain our Kings to be truly 
Sovereigns, and as ſuch, to be irreſiſtible, in- 
depoſable and unaccountable to the People. 
But it is one Thing for a King, as ſupteme, to 


have thoſe Prerogatives of Supremacy, and: 


another to have unlimited and Arbitrary Pow- 
er: For the Law limits both the King's and 
the People's Rights, and I neither am, not ever 
was, nor ever will be for Arbitrary Government 
or boundleſs Power in the one, or for arbitrary. 
Subjection, or boundleſs Liberty in the other. 
I. cannot but bewail the utter Subverſion of 
our Conſtitution, in the Laws, which were 
moſt'fundamental to it, by and fince the Re- 
volution, which hath brought ſo much Ca- 
lamity not only upon the King, and the 
Royal Family, but the Church, and the 
whole Kingdom. I bleſs God, who hath 
kept me from all the Guilt of it, free and 
pure to this Day ; and I beſeech him to grant, 
that our paſt, as well as preſent and future 
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Times to come both to the Royal Family. 


and the People, never to join again againſt 
their lawful King in in any 7 eſpe· 
cially. in the moſt dangerous of all Rebels: 


lions under ambitious Princes o b Blood. 
© This Profeſſion and Declaration I have made 
in my Health, 2 I may not have it to do; 
my Death; and when, or 
whereſoever that ſhall happen, Ltruſt by God's 
18 ; be made a Partaker of everlaſt- 

| with the. Martyrs and  Confeſlars: 
a the Church of E who in former 
and latter Uſurpations have gone before me! 
And I deſire, what That 
here written may be taken for my dying 
Confeſſion and Declaration, though I e, 
not have the Opportunity of ſigning it, as 

I purpoſe to do on my Sick- bed, or win, 

I ſhall think myſelf in any Dan er of 
But * — in this State of Per- 
ſecution I look upon myſelf not as a Citizen, 
but à Stranger and Pilgrim in this World, 
who have no abiding Place, 1. therefore now 


ſet my Hand. unto it this viiith Day a _— 


Faber Anno Dom. er 
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